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Using academic language –  
avoiding ‘do’, ‘get’ and ‘put’ 

 

 

The right language for the right place 

In everyday informal situations, we use a lot of expressions starting with ‘do’, ‘get’ and ‘put’ 

– and that’s fine. However, in academic writing it’s much better – and expected of you - to 

find a more formal way of expressing your point.  

Some examples are shown on the page below, but there are many more. 

 

What are the other benefits of using academic language? 

 Usually you can also save on your word count by using more formal (academic) 

language, as the formal terms are often shorter. This means you can write more 

points within your word count - and hopefully receive better marks! 

 When you choose a more formal term, your language should sound more precise, 

which is also a more academic approach. 

 

Test yourself! 

If you want to test yourself, just cover up the right-hand side of the table on the next page 

and try to come up with different wording. 

Note that there is not a single ‘right answer’: examples are given, but it’s up to you to decide 

what you want to say exactly. 
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Informal term Academic term - suggestions 

do a deal agree 

do a presentation 
prepare 

deliver 

do a project / study / survey / work 

conduct 

complete 

achieve 

get a point across communicate an idea 

get a result 

accomplish 

achieve 

succeed 

get along with someone work in partnership 

get on / do well 

progress 

succeed 

achieve 

develop 

get over a problem 
resolve 

overcome 

get the work finished complete 

get to the point 
clarify 

specify 

put across 

communicate 

clarify 

express 

put down criticise 

put off 

delay 

defer 

discourage 

put up with 
tolerate 

accept 

 


